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Innocent youth is a priceless possession not to be
squandered away for the sake of a momentary excite-
ment miscalled pleasure.
Harijan, 21-9-'35
Put all your knowledge, learning and scholarship
in one scale and truth and purity in the other and the
latter will by far outweigh the other. The miasma of moral
impurity has today spread among our school-going
children and like a hidden epidemic is working havoc
among them. I therefore appeal to you, boys and girls,
to keep your minds and bodies pure. All your scholar-
ship, all your study of the scriptures will be in vain if
you fail to translate their teachings into your daily life.
I know that some of the teachers too do not lead pure
and clean lives. To them I say that even if they impart
all the knowledge in the world to their students but
inculcate not truth and purity among them, they will
have betrayed them and instead of raising them set them
on the downward road to perdition. Knowledge with-
out character is a power for evil only, as seen in the
instances of so many 'talented thieves' and 'gentlemen
rascals3 in the world.
Young India 21-2-'29
I ask you (young men) to go to the villages and
bury yourselves there, not as their masters or benefac-
tors, but as their humble servants. Let them know what
to do and how to change their modes of living from
your daily conduct and way of living. Only feeling will
be of no use just like steam which by itself is of no
account unless it is kept under proper control—when
it becomes a mighty force. I ask you to go forth as
messengers of God carrying balm for the wounded soul
of India.
Toung India, 29-12}-27

